






10. Badessa
→ SYZYGIUM
GUINEENSE

FAMILY
→ MYRTACEAE



→ The badessa is a very common 
species in coffee farming areas. 

It grows to heights of 10 to 15 metres and provides good 

shade for coffee plants. Its leaves fall to the ground and help

to enrich soil. Its flowers a�ract  bees, which produce 

honey.  

It has edible fruit. Locals collect its dead branches from the 

ground and use them as firewood. The species is also 

traditionally known to help cure intestinal ailments and 

rehydrate the sick.

LEAF SIZE

→  Flowers/bees/honey
→  Soil enrichment
→  Firewood
→  Medicinal use

FUNCTIONS
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B

A D E S S
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11. Enset
→  ENSETE
VENTRICOSUM



→ This tree is commonly associated with 
coffee in Ethiopia, not for its shade, but 
because its trunk serves as a very useful 
water reserve in the dry season.

The enset, also known as false banana on account of its 

appearance, is an extremely common tree in southern 

Ethiopia as it offers lots of benefits for populations. While 

it does not bear fruit,  locals use its trunk to make an edible

flour reputed to be energy-giving and which serves as the

staple ingredient in the main foods in southern regions 

(various breads, cakes, etc.). Its large, tough leaves provide

shelter from rain and protect the surrounding soil from 

erosion. Ethiopians weave the fibres from its trunk for use

in various cra�s to make practical everyday items 

(basketry, etc.). The enset fixes nitrogen and helps 

maintain soil quality wherever it grows.

LEAF SIZE

→  Humidity retention
→  Soil enrichment
→  Natural barrier
→  Food/edible
→  Water supply

FUNCTIONS
EN

SET

E N S E T



12. Kiltu
→ FICUS
VASTA FORSK

FAMILY
→  MORACEAE



→ This tree can grow to 25 metres high. Its 
wide, rounded crown offers good shade for 
coffee trees. It is a species o�en found near 
waterways.

Its roots have the unique ability to retain moisture and 

then pass it on to neighbouring plants in the dry season.  

Its large leaves fertilise the soil. This tree also acts

as a natural wind barrier, thus protecting other species.

  

LEAF

SIZE

     

FUNCTIONS

→ Water supply
→ Soil enrichment
→ Natural barrier

KI
LTU

K I LT U



13. Lafto
→  ACACIA
SEYAL

FAMILY
→   FABACEAE



→ The la�o is widespread in coffee forests, 
and in the Ethiopian landscape in general. It 
grows at both low altitudes and above 
2,000 metres. 

The tree has quite a thin trunk and a spreading crown, but 

with sparse foliage. Its diffuse shade  is beneficial for 

surrounding crops. Locals use its wood for construction, and 

in particular to make charcoal, so it can be an additional 

source of income for farmers. Its branches and leaves are 

frequently laid on the ground for farmers to sit down on 

and rest or have lunch. La�o helps fix nitrogen and 

contributes to soil fertility. 

SIZE

LEAF

→  Shade
→  Soil enrichment
→  Construction timber
→  Firewood

FUNCTIONS

LA
FTO

L A F T O



14. Bakanisa
→ CROTON
MACROSTA-
CHYUS

FAMILY
→ EUPHORBIACEAE



→ This is a very common species in coffee 
forests, characterised by its rounded crown.  
Farmers set up hives and use its flowers
to produce honey.

It a�racts bees, which pollinate and thus improve coffee 

quality. Locals use bakanisa leaves for medicinal 

preparations. As a poultice, they serve to treat wounds  

and skin diseases and to soothe headaches. Traditionally, 

Ethiopians also use hot water containing its leaves to wash 

women who have just given birth.

LEAF SIZE

→  Shade
→  Flowers/bees/honey
→  Medicinal use

FUNCTIONS
BA

KANISA

B

A K A N I S
A



15. Baha
→ Olea
Welwitshii

FAMILY
→ OLEACEAE



→ This is a shade tree that grows mostly
in humid environments. 

It can reach up to 10 to 15 metres in height. Locals use its 

wood to make plywood furniture, and its bark serves

to build traditional beehives in coffee forests.

SIZE

LEAF

→  Shade
→  Construction timber

FUNCTIONS

BA
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B A H A




